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CREATIVE WRITING IN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Objectives: by the end of the seminar you will have 

· spoken about the levels of writing process of Young Learners, 

· discovered sample creative writing activities for primary school children. 
Warming-up:

Writing activity. Horse race. Choose a horse of your favourite colour. Prepare to write the words correctly. Let the teacher check your results.
Step 1. The levels of writing process of Young Learners
At Text level level children need a lot of teacher’s support, it is important to use a structured approach by working on the language needed and showing children the models.

At Sentence level  level children learn simple ways of joining parts, begin to introduce reasons; they practise grammar in meaningful contexts; they are encouraged to recognize nouns and verbs, and to use adjectives and adverbs in order to clarify and enhance their writing. 
At Word level  level children need to practise the skills of writing and spelling; need a strong foundation of alphabetic knowledge.
Step 2.  Sample creative writing activities for primary school children 
VIDEO ACTIVITIES:
	Technique 1.

SUPER SENTENCE

	Activities:
1) discuss the ways of changing the sentence (add in words; drop in chunks; add on at the beginning; add on at the end; change the words; add a similie; alliteration)

2) draw an example from a magic bag and guess which ways it is

3) match the example and the way

4) look at the sentence and change it using all 7 ways

5) combine the ways you like in the that sentence

6) present your example

	Technique 2.

WORDSCAPE

	Activities:
1) tell a story to set up the atmosphere

2) discuss the pictures, say to your partner what you can hear, see, smell etc and write down these words

3) take away the unsiutable words

4) carpet of words

5) take your partner for a walk on the carpet of words (the partner goes with the eyes closed)

6) write a description using the words from the carpet of words

	Technique 3.

SPELLING GAME

	Activities:
1) guess the topic for spelling  (hangman)

2) choose an odd one out

3) work out the spelling rule

4) quiz-quiz-swap (draw a card, name it to your partner, if your partner spell it right and you spell right the word of yur partner, swap the cards and look fo other partner)

5) wordsearch


WRITING ACTIVIIES:
SHAPE WRITING: in mini groups take a word and write it in the most memorable shape.
FEEDING THE MONSTER: make a monster, feed it with particular words – words beginning with B, food words etc.

ACROSTICS: describe your mother
MY FAVOURITE SANDWICH: write a recipe of your favourite sandwich, using the suggested format: 



How to make my favourite sandwich:



First the bread,



Then the ……………,



……………………, 



……………………, 



…………………….



More bread to finish.



Great!

COLOURED SENTENCES: look at the blackboard and write a sentence, following the coloured pattern. Now read the questions. Read the negative sentences. Read the positive sentences.

SPEECH BUBBLES: look at the captures and write your ideas in the speech bubbles.

FLAP BOOKS: do a flap book together with your teacher.

CLASSBOOK: do a classbook together with your teacher.
5W POEMS: write a poem, in which each line answers one of the 5 W's. (Who? What? When? Where? Why?)


The Vampire (who)

Went spooking people (what)

At 12 o'clock on Halloween night (when)

At the swamp (where)

Because his coffin rolled down the hill and in to the hill. (why)




Danny C. (who)

Went trick or treating (what)

At 8 o'clock on Halloween night (when)

In the cemetery (where)

Because he wanted to spook 

People like crazy at 12 o'clock. (why)
GREETING MAT: organize a space in the classroom, where children can leave messages for each other. 

FUNNY GAP-FILLING: write the words for these numbers:


1 – a person’s name, 


2 – the name of a place,


3 – a year,


4 – a man’s name,


5 – a job, 


6 – a woman’s name,


7 – a job, 


8- a colour, 


9 – a colour,


10 – a number, 


11 – a number


12 – an adjective to describe people, 


13 – an animal,

 
14 – a name.

Now fill in the story with your ideas.

RUBBISH: write a sentence, fold your paper, pass it to your neighbour. Go on with the story, fold the paper, pass it to your neighbour. Open the paper, read the story.
The creative writing process:

· Brainstorming (children generate ideas for writing: gathering ideas on topic; reading literature, creating webs, and story charts).

· Rough Draft or "Sloppy Copy"(children get their preliminary ideas on paper; they write without concern for rules; written work does not have to be neat). 
· Reread (children proof their own work by re-reading their piece of writing; they read to make sure it makes sense to the reader).

· Revise (children improve what the story says and how it says it; they write additions and details; take out unnecessary sentences, use peer suggestions to improve).
· Editing (children work together with peers or teacher on editing for mechanics and spelling, they make sure the work is free from errors).
· Final Draft or "final copy" (children produce their final copy to discuss with the teacher and write a final draft). 

· Publishing (children publish their written pieces: they convert the finished product into a final format, formats may include creating stories into books or typing them on a computer). 
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