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February, 2009
Ekaterina Mityushova 

PHONICS AS AN EFFECTIVE APPROACH 

TO TEACHING READING IN PRIMARY SCHOOL
“The best way to get children to refine and extend their knowledge of 
letter-sound correspondences is through repeated opportunities to read”
Becoming a Nation of Readers.

The description of approach: 

In the Phonics Approach to reading word recognition is taught by using the grapheme-phoneme association method.  A grapheme is the written letter (what you see on paper).  A phoneme is the sound that the letter represents (what you hear).  Learners are taught the vowels, consonants and blends.  They are then taught to combine the sounds and blend them into words. In this way the learner can read unfamiliar words by using the association of speech sounds with certain letters or groups of letters. 
	Method:
	Based on:
	Aims:
	Sample activities:

	PHONICS


	Knowledge about the relations between specific alphabet letters (and letter combinations) introduced as sounds and specific spoken words. Letter-sound correspondence.
	- make mental 
connections between
letters and sounds
- gain phonics skills/
phonemic awareness 
- develop reading/spelling

skills
	Family word groups
Alliteration

Sound games

Blending/segmentation

Crazy sentences

Rhyming


Key terms of Phonics approach:
Phonemic Awareness (фонематический слух) - the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate the individual sounds in spoken words.
Synthetic Phonics - when children learn how to convert letters or letter combinations into sounds, and then how to blend the sounds together to form recognizable words. Children have learned the letters m, a, n and the corresponding sounds /m/ /a/ /n/. They blend them to make the word man.
Analytic phonics - when children learn to analyze letter-sound relationships in previously learned words.  They do not pronounce sounds in isolation. Children see and say the word man.  The teacher tells the students that the letter m makes the beginning sound in man.

Analogy-based phonics - when children learn to use parts of word families they know to identify words they don’t know that have similar parts.  Children use their knowledge of key words such as bus and look  to read the word mushroom 

Useful links:
Online phonics activities for children: 

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/
2. http://genkienglish.net/phonics.htm
3. http://www.youtube.com (набрать в правом углу в поисковике phonics и выбрать видео ролики, подходящие для уровня учеников)
Worksheets with phonics activities:
4. www.funfonix.com 
5. www.phonics.net.au 
Reference literature about this approach:
6. http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Database/Primary/phonics.html
7. http://englishtips.org  (также в поисковике набрать phonics, выбрать интересующую литературу и можно загрузить бесплатно, предварительно зарегистрировавшись)
8. http://www.teachers.tv/video/browser/810/2957  (отличные видео фрагменты о том, как это работает на практике, очень рекомендую первый клип)
HOPE YOU WILL APPRECIATE THE ADVANTAGES OF THIS APPROACH !!!

GOOD LUCK IN YOUR WORK!!!

P.S. We would be happy to get feedback from you after you have experienced any of this technique!
Appendix 1
PHONICS

English spelling is difficult. Children need to learn how to recognize sounds and letters. It is better not to teach the names of letters when starting to teach reading, as of course some of the letters of the English alphabet no longer match the actual sounds of the language. When you use phonics, you are teaching children the way the letter sounds, not the name of the letter.

Young learners

· can learn obvious letter patterns that help with sound recognition and help them predict words, for example, shop, jam, etc. visual clues make words and phrases easier to remember.

· will not need to know the formal names of the letters until they start to write and spell.

Another way to help children with sounds is to let them play with the sounds as they repeat a word they are reading on a card or in their book, e.g. singing it or saying it loudly or quickly or slowly, whispering. This playing with words obviously helps pronunciation but it also helps children remember the word. Many teachers use both ‘look and say’ and phonics. And you can use both of these with more meaningful material such as storybooks. 

Activities to help children connect sounds with letters

Children whose first language is written in Roman script can learn the first letter of their own name and look for their ‘special words’:

Ana – apple, art.

Let children with non-Roman script names pick their favourite thing/colour/animal and use the first letter as their special letter:Panda – pocket – picture.

Play alphabet games:

· Memory games – using letter cards

· Initial letter games – children recognize and collect the first letters of different words: What letter does mango begin with?
· Feel the letter – children close their eyes and touch cut-out sandpaper letters on a card. Find the ‘t’ for tiger.
· Make an alphabet freeze with card spaces underneath for lots of extra words that children can recognize and read.

Activities to help children connect sound recognition with clusters of written letters

· Make children aware of the pattern in


- final word endings that rhyme in songs and chants


- games and songs with a focus on beginning sounds


- displays or games that emphasize a particular sound.

· Help them focus on visual sound patterns, for example, pl cluster in plant – planet – plane, and the st cluster in star – stamp – story.
· Talk about these patterns with the children – help them to see how they can use this awareness to guess words.

· Let children point to these patterns/words when you are all reading something together.

· Colour or highlight these patterns on word cards.

(M. Slattery, J. Willis “English for Primary Teachers”)
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