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SONGS AND CHANTS IN PRIMARY CLASSROOM
Singing activity. 
Touch the magic sack and try to guess what is inside. Share your ideas with the group and guess what the song will be about. Follow the instructions of the teacher. Sing the song. Cut out the teddies.
Using songs and chants with Young Learners
Why use songs and music with this age group?

· Children like songs which are funny, interesting, easy to understand.

· Songs often contain repetitions, contemporary chunks, current language, meaningful for children
· Songs can help promote stress-free atmosphere, group identity, motivation
· Songs are easy to understand, remember, imitate
· Songs help develop 4 skills, phonemic awareness, fluency
Criteria for selecting a song appropriate for Young Learners:
Songs and chants for Young Learners should:
1) be suitable for the learners’ age group,

2) reflect the learners’ interests,
3) match the learners’ level of English,
4) have the melody which is not too difficult for the learners,
5) not have too many new items of vocabulary (6 is enough to introduce at one time),
6) contain a lot of repetitions,
7) be of a good quality.
The role of songs and chants in the primary classroom.

	Purpose of use
	Position in the course
	Stage of the lesson

	· develop memory
· develop phonemic awareness

· encourage confidence

· develop 4 skills

· form cross-cultural competence

· promote motivation

· encourage using English outside the classroom

emotional development


	· beginning (introduce the unit)

· middle

· end (final project, summary)

· holidays


	· warming-up

· revision

· presentation

· practice

· break

· time-filler

· transition from the activities



	Language benefits
	Supporting activities
	Necessary equipment

	· passive vocabulary

· language in context

· contemporary, colloquial language

· pronunciation

· rhythm, sentence stress

	· TPR

· storytelling

· crafting

· drama, miming

· reading, writing

· games

· projects

	· musical instruments (bean, rice, sugar cans)

· tape-recorder

· Internet




Singing activities for primary school children 

Activities for pre-singing stage aimed at introducing the song.

1) Children could predict or guess words from a song
2) Children could practice slowly at first to work on pronunciation
3) Children could say each line after the teacher 
4) Children could try to put the jumbled lines of a song in order
5) The teacher could ask the students to find synonyms in the song
6) Children could focus on rhyming words
7) Children could try to guess missing words in a gapped song
8) Children could do some extra practice with bits that go fast or have tricky rhythm

9) Children could be asked to match half-lines

Activities for while-singing stage aimed at focusing on the content of the song.
10) Children could clap or click their fingers to the beat while the teacher chant or sing
11) Children could complete the gaps
12) The teacher could sing a song and the children could do the motions only
13) Children can tick pictures of what is included in the song
14) The teacher could chant or sing one line/verse and the children could do the next
15) Children could try to correct ‘misheard’ words
16) Children could sort out jumbled lyrics
17) Children could be asked to match half-lines

18) Children could be asked to order or sequence pictures or words as they listen
Activities for post-singing stage aimed at consolidating the song content and expressing children’s opinion.
19) Children could act out a song or do a role-play of it
20) Children could practice slowly at first to work on pronunciation
21) The teacher could give true/false questions
22) The teacher could ask the students to find synonyms in the song
23) Children could focus on rhyming words
24) Best of all they can listen again and sing
25) Children could write an extra verse
26) Children could change words
27) Children could draw pictures of the song events/song characters
Sample singing and chanting activities
Look at the model chant. Repeat it after the teacher. Draw a card with a word. Find a partner with the rhyming word. Make up your own chant using the rhyming words and the model chant. Chant it to the rest of the group.



I like coffee


Boys are stupid 



You like tea


Girls are smart



I love my teacher

I love you 



My teacher loves me 

With all my heart
Look at the model chant. Repeat it after the teacher. Make up your own food chant following the rhythm.



Milk and coffee, milk and coffee



Chocolate, chocolate, chocolate



Soup 
 Goldilocks song. 

Remember the story about the three bears. What do you think Goldilocks saw in the house of the bears? Listen to the song and draw lines between the pictures. Watch the cartoon. Pay attention to the action of the characters. Watch the cartoon again and sing the song. Draw role cards and act out the song.
http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-songs-goldilocks.htm
Consolidation
	Do's
	Don't's

	· Do lead in activities to introduce topic of song or chant, to introduce important vocabulary.

· Sing or chant it through once or twice first for students. Give them a simple task while they are listening - watching you do the actions may be a task in itself - you could be their best visual support!

· Encourage students to think of the most appropriate actions to accompany the words this will give them some ‘ownership’ of the song and make it more memorable.
· Build up to the whole class singing or chanting on their own. 


	(
Don't over-teach as you may ruin the fun of the song or chant.

(
Don't introduce too many new vocabulary items - 6 may be enough

(
Don't choose a song unsuitable for the students' age group/level.

(
Don't select a song you hate. It will show!

(
Don't expect students to join in immediately.

(
Don't do a song you can't remember the words of!
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